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***x* Excerpt from The Right and Duty of Christianity to Educate: Inaugural Address of John M. Gregory Delivered at the Jubilee Meeting at
Kalamazoo, Tuesday Evening, September 20th, 1864 1. | have elsewhere affirmed the opinion that there are three parties on earth, who have natural
rights and interests in the education of the young. 1st, The parent is by virtue of his parenthood the natural guardian and the divinely appointed
guide and teacher of his children. All the ties of interest and affection should bind him to the work of their education. His is a great natural right, but
not an exclusive or unlimited one; for his is not the only, nor the largest, interest involved. 2d, The child or youth has an interest in his own
education, and a right to secure it as far as he is able, - a right sacred as his right to life and its enjoyments; an interest broad as his capabilities and
destinies. All the possibilities of his being, as well as all the needs and duties of his life, entitle him to education, and give him a claim on mankind for
culture and instruction. It is a false and pernicious view that would subordinate this right of the child, to the rights of the parents, and leave his
education to be sacrificed to the whim, or lost through the penury of these natural guardians. 3d, But there is a third party having rights and
interests in the education of the young. Human society is not a mere chance aggregation of concurrent individuals. It is a great body politic,
crystalized into form by the strong social attractions that reside native...
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