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"Having worked to establish laws that protect the interests of the crown in 1537, Thomas Cromwell, Henry VIiI's feared vicar-general, enlists fellow
reformer and lawyer Matthew Shardlake and his young protege to investigate a commissioner's murder, which may be tied to an impending
rebellion. The English Reformation is in full swing; and Lord Thomas Cromwell, King Henry VlII's vicar-general, is busy shutting down papist
institutions. When one of his commissioners is beheaded at a remote Benedictine monastery, Cromwell dispatches a second emissary, hunchbacked
lawyer Matthew Shardlake, to investigate the murder. What Shardlake and his companion, eager young Mark Poer, discover is a quietly bubbling
cesspool of corruption, lust and avarice. The scope of the investigation quickly expands when a novice is poisoned and Shardlake finds the remains
of a girl who served the monks in the monastery pond. Shardlake presses on by testing the alibis of the various corrupt monks, but Poer's objectivity
is compromised when he becomes involved with the girl's successor, a bright, attractive woman named Alice Fewterer. As the investigation unfolds,
Shardlake survives a murder attempt, and finally returns to London to tie his findings to higher-level intrigue".
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