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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand ***** It was Christmas-eve over on the East Side. Darkness was closing in on a cold, hard day. The light that struggled through the frozen
windows of the delicatessen store, and the saloon on the corner, fell upon men with empty dinner-pails who were hurrying homeward, their coats
buttoned tightly, and heads bent against the steady blast from the river, as if they were butting their way down the street. The wind had forced the
door of the saloon ajar, and was whistling through the crack; but in there it seemed to make no one afraid. Between roars of laughter, the clink of
glasses and the rattle of dice on the hard-wood counter were heard out in the street. More than one of the passers-by who came within range was
taken with an extra shiver in which the vision of wife and little ones waiting at home for his coming was snuffed out, as he dropped in to brace up.
The lights were long out when the silent streets re-echoed his unsteady steps toward home, where the Christmas welcome had turned to dread.
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