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*****.Intorduction: The Digital Mapping Techniques 05 (DMT 05) workshop was attended by more than 100 technical experts from 47 agencies,
universities, and private companies, including representatives from 25 state geological surveys (see Appendix A). This workshop was similar in
nature to the previous eight meetings, held in Lawrence, Kansas (Soller, 1997), in Champaign, Illinois (Soller, 1998), in Madison, Wisconsin (Soller,
1999), in Lexington, Kentucky (Soller, 2000), in Tuscaloosa, Alabama (Soller, 2001), in Salt Lake City, Utah (Soller, 2002), in Millersville, Pennsylvania
(Soller, 2003), and in Portland, Oregon (Soller, 2004). This year s meeting was hosted by the Louisiana Geological Survey, from April 24-27, 2005, on
the Louisiana State University campus in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. As in the previous meetings, the objective was to foster informal discussion and
exchange of technical information. It is with great pleasure I note that the objective was successfully met, as attendees continued to share and
exchange knowledge and information, and to renew friendships and collegial work begun at past DMT workshops. Each DMT workshop has been
coordinated by the Association of American State Geologists (AASG) and U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Data Capture Working Group, which was
formed in August 1996, to support the AASG and the USGS in their eIort to build a National Geologic Map Database (see Soller and Berg, this
volume, and //ngmdb.usgs.gov/info/standards/datacapt/). The Working Group was formed because increased production eIiciencies,
standardization, and quality of digital map products were needed for the database?and for the State and Federal geological surveys?to provide
more high-quality digital maps to the public. At the 2005 meeting, oral and poster presentations and special discussion sessions emphasized: 1)
methods for creating and publishing map products (here,...
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