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Mallarmf) HE pale sky that lies above a world ending in decrepitude will perhaps pass away with the clouds: the tattered purple of the sunset is
fading in a river sleeping on the horizon submerged in sunlight and in water. The trees are tired; and, beneath their whitened leaves (whitened by
the dust of time rather than by that of the roads, ) rises the canvas house of the Interpreter of Past Things: many a lamp awaits the twilight and
lightens the faces of an unhappy crowd, conquered by the immortal malady and the sin of the centuries, of men standing by their wretched
accomplices quick with the miserable fruit with which the world shall perish. In the unquiet silence of every eye supplicating yonder sun, which,
beneath the water, sinks with the despair of a cry, listen to the simple patter of the showman: No sign regales you of the spectacle within, for there is
not now a painter capable of presenting any sad shadow of it. | bring alive (and preserved through the years by sovereign science) a woman of old
time. Some folly, original and simple, an ecstasy of gold, | know not what! which she names her hair, falls with the grace of rich stuffs about her
face, which contrasts with the bloodlike nudity of her lips. In place of the vain gown, she has a body; and the eyes, though...
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