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*****.During the 114th Congress, policy makers will likely maintain an interest in Mexico on issues related to cross-border trade and investment;
Mexico s economic reform measures, especially in the energy sector; the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement negotiations; NAFTA and WTO
trade issues; and U.S.-Mexico border management. Congress may also take an active interest in ongoing bilateral eGorts to promote economic
competitiveness, increase regulatory cooperation, and pursue energy integration. Under the U.S.-Mexico High Level Economic Dialogue (HLED),
which was launched in September 2013, the United States and Mexico are striving to advance economic and commercial priorities through annual
meetings at the Cabinet level that also include leaders from the public and private sectors. Another bilateral initiative that may be of interest to
policy makers is the High-Level Regulatory Cooperation Council (HLRCC), launched in February 2012, which is intended to help align regulatory
principles. In addition, the two countries have a bilateral initiative for improving border management under the Declaration Concerning 21st Center
Border Management that was announced in 2010. The economic and trade relationship with Mexico is of interest to U.S. policy makers because of
Mexico s proximity to the United States, the high level of bilateral trade, and the strong cultural and economic ties that connect the two countries.
Also, it is of national interest for the United States to have a prosperous and democratic Mexico as a neighboring country. Mexico is the United
States third-largest trading partner, while the United States is, by far, Mexico s largest trading partner. Mexico ranks third as a source of U.S.
imports, after China and Canada, and second, after Canada, as an export market for U.S. goods and services. The United...
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