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.lacking in Fig. 55.) The right end of the tube is left open for the time being. A slow current of oxygen
is passed through the apparatus and the furnace is lighted. At first the flame is turned low and the
whole tube is heated equally. Gradually the temperature is raised, until, with the tiles covering the
tube, the copper oxide is at a dull-red heat. Usually some water condenses in the right-hand end of
the tube; this is expelled by carefully holding a hot tile under the tube. When all the water is
removed, and when the presence of oxygen can be detected at the right end of the tube (by its
igniting a glowing splinter), this end of the tube is closed with a rubber stopper through which an
open calcium chloride tube is placed. The burners are now turned down and...
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