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*xx*x* Excerpt from Labour s Political Economy: The Tariff Question No party is now committed to or earnestly proposes any other mode; and the
plausible suggestion that Direct Taxation, because it bears more palpably on the community, would secure greater economy in the Public
Expenditures, is confuted by the fact that the revenues of our great cities, and especially of this city, though mainly raised by Direct Taxation, are
expended quite as foolishly and wastefully as those of the Federal Government ever have been. 2. The Question Stated. And now the question arises -
On what principle shall Duties on Imports be assessed? Since nobody now proposes, or has ever seriously urged, a uniform assessment of so much
percent, on the value of all articles imported - since even the present Tariff, framed by the avowed adversaries of Protection, levies one hundred
percent, on certain articles, and thence down to thirty, twenty-five, twenty, fifteen, five, to nothing at all on others, what rule shall govern the
discriminations made? What end shall they look to? What shall determine whether Tea, for example, shall be placed in the class of Free articles, or
subjected to a duty of ten, twenty, or thirty per cent.? We who stand for Protection meet this question frankly and clearly. We all agree in saying,
Impose higher rates of duty on those Foreign Products which come in competition in our markets with the products of our Home Industry, with
lower Duties (or none at all, according to the varying wants of the Treasury, ) on those which do not thus compete with the products of our own
Labor. Thus Tea and Coffee, now free, have...
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