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***x* Excerpt from Righted at Last: A Novel | was a waif cast up by the Dead Sea of poverty upon the town of Bradshaw, Connecticut. From my
earliest memory | was town poor, and lived with Granny Hunt in the Pond District, a portion of the town not remarkable for the respectability or
sobriety of its inhabitants. | do not know how the select-men could have put a little child to live with such a woman as Sally Hunt; they certainly
would never have subjected one of their own children to the ordeal, but they were acting for the public interest, and | suppose the public conscience
absolved them, all the more readily, because she offered to keep me for a shilling per week less than any one else. Moreover, she was known to be
neat, economical, and industrious, a regular driver; she would early initiate me into these saving habits, and what more could a town pauper need
or expect? Why should | blame them? Are there not many there now who deem these the cardinal virtues, and make them cover a multitude of sins?
Then, | was an orphan, without a relative or friend in the world to care what did become of me, as the old woman often said. Indeed, | remember no
time when | was not made to feel that | had no business to be in the world, and | early became a sort of Ishmaelite, and gave back scorn for scorn,
and hate for hate. | know now that | could have given love for love, for | made friends of all things without-doors; even the great turtles in the...
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