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The Red Light of Mars is an exceedingly clever skit, in which a number of old theatrical ideas are employed with notable ingenuity. It is not only very
amusing reading, but is admirably adapted to effective dramatic representation. Although in the nature of extravaganza, it deals vigorously and
satirically with many questions of present Interest and tells a good human story. Into the details of this, as the piece is to be tried on the stage before
very long, it is not necessary to go now, but it abounds in comical and emotional situation. The good angel of it is our old friend the Devil, who now
figures as a benevolent agent engaged in the work of preparing mankind for ultimate translation to a loftier sphere of existence in Mars. The
personages include a brilliant young chemist, who believes himself on the verge of the discovery of the secret of immortality; a multi-millionaire,
who would bribe him to devote his science to mere money-making purposes; an anarchic Socialist who believes in bombs as the sole means of
social regeneration; a cultivated widow who loves the millionaire, but will not marry him because she detests his business principles and methods,
and her daughter, a frivolous, selfish girl, who refuses to marry the chemist, who worships her, unless he will abandon philanthropic experiment to
earn money to keep her in fashionable luxury. When the chemist calls upon the Devil for aid, the complacent fiend-who is compelled on earth to
occupy a human body-effects a general metempsychosis. He himself becomes the chemist, puts the chemist into the body of the anarchist, and the
anarchist into that of the millionaire, whose...
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