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speech and freedom of the press. In these States, the power of this class is overshadowing, resistless, complete. Over the Federal Government this
class, this slave power, has achieved complete dominion. The slave power this day holds the National Government, in all its departments, in absolute
subjugation. In this Chamber, where sit the representatives of sovereign Commonwealths, that power retains unbroken sway. That power bids the
Supreme Court utter its decrees, and that high tribunal obeys its imperative commands. That power holds the President in the hollow of its hand,
compelling him to declare that slavery exists in Kansas by virtue of the Constitution; that the master has the right to take his slave into the
Territories as property, and have it protected there under the Federal Constitution; that neither Congress nor the Territorial Legislature, nor any
human power, has any authority to annul or impair this vested right. That power summoned the aspiring Vice-President to his own Kentucky, to
give his assurances that this constitutional right exists; that we must hold to this principle, we must stand by it; and if it cannot be enforced for want
of proper legislation to enforce it, suJicient legislation must be passed, or our Government is a failure. That power lays its iron hand upon the
representatives of free and proud Commonwealths, in this Chamber and in the other, compelling them to disavow their own...
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