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***** From the PREFACE. IN projecting this work two courses appeared to me to be open to adoption. The first, entailing the rigid suppression of all
personal opinion, at once commended itself as the orthodox and preferable method of compiling a Dictionary. But having tentatively composed a
few sheets within the severe confines of this scheme, it soon became evident that not only would such a mere collection of formidably and
monotonously technical details be entirely unacceptable to organists in general, but that, also, unless some means were adopted of criticising the
diverse modes of treating various stops, the book would be hopelessly indefinite in the nature of its information. | have therefore selected the second
course, and been so far emboldened as to include in the work expressions of personal opinion, and the results of my own heuristic observation. It is,
of course, distinctly to be under- stood that these personal opinions are in no sense put forward as ex caihedra pronouncements, or as mere
dogmatic assertions to be swallowed, so to speak, as a pill. Entirely unconnected as | am with the organ building profession, and having acquainted
myself with the work of all the foremost English builders, | have felt entirely at liberty to enlarge the description of various stops, and, thereby, in no
small measure to augment the general utility of this work, by unusually copious references to organs in which they find a place. That some names
occur more frequently in this connection than others is due, mainly, to the fact that they are those of builders, the particular characteristics and the
general modernity and artistic merit of whose work have justly demanded especial...
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