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***x* Excerpt from Organized Discussion It is one of the basic principles of democracy that decision are reached by discussion and consequent
agreement, and are not the final judgment of one individual to be then made binding on the rest of the community. This book was written to give
some idea of the method whereby a satisfactory decision can be reached by what is known as the Discussion Group method. To conduct a
discussion properly, so that it may bear fruit, requires an understanding of the technique involved, for there is a very definite technique, a certain
amount of ingenuity and imagination. Given these, the leader of a group can ensure that all those taking part will have received a very valuable
insight into the very nature of the democratic principle itself. They will have seen it at work, and, in addition, will not only have added to their own
and the others store of knowledge, but will also have had practice in the correct method of conducting an argument and exercising their reasoning
powers. Discussions should, therefore, form a part of every English syllabus; they are valuable training for youth groups and are suitable for
inclusion in W. E. A. and other adult education programmes, where they could follow lectures or lecture courses. Throughout this book stress has
been laid on the necessity for the organization of discussions. Some preparation is necessary for success, and a nation used to arriving at decisions
by discussion and agreement will never willingly allow itself to be dragooned into registering approval of someone else s opinion by blind unthinking
acceptance. It is not too much to claim that if this book...
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