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***** Confessions (Latin: Confessiones) is the name of an autobiographical work, consisting of 13 books, by St. Augustine of Hippo, written in Latin
between 397 and 400 AD.[1] Modern English translations of it are sometimes published under the title The Confessions of St. Augustine in order to
distinguish the book from other books with similar titles. Its original title was Confessions in Thirteen Books, and it was composed to be read out
loud with each book being a complete unit. Saint Augustin is now little more than a celebrated name. Outside of learned or theological circles
people no longer read him. Such is true renown: we admire the saints, as we do great men, on trust. Even his Confessions are generally spoken of
only from hearsay. By this neglect, is he atoning for the renewal of glory in which he shone during the seventeenth century, when the Jansenists, in
their inveterate obstinacy, identified him with the defence of their cause? The reputation of sour austerity and of argumentative and tiresome
prolixity which attaches to the remembrance of all the writers of Port-Royal, save Pascal-has that affected too the work of Augustin, enlisted in spite
of himself in the ranks of these pious schismatics? And yet, if there have ever been any beings who do not resemble Augustin, and whom probably
he would have attacked with all his eloquence and all the force of his dialectic, they are the Jansenists. Doubtless he would have said with contempt:
The party of Jansen, even as in his own day, with his devotion to Catholic unity, he said: The party of Donatus. It must be acknowledged also that the
very sight of his works is terrifying, whether...
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