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from Planet 8 to a new world. But when the Canopean ambassador, Johor, finally arrives, he has devastating news: they will die along with their
planet. Slowly they come to understand that their salvation may lie in the creation of one Representative who can save what is most essential to

them. Lessing has written a frightening and, finally, hopeful book, a profound and thought-provoking contribution to the science-fiction genre the
novel generally.
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