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***** In 1790, the First Congress of the United States established a small maritime law enforcement component within the Treasury Department to
assist in collecting the new Nations customs duties. For the next eight years, this Revenue Marine (later called the Revenue Cutter Service) was the
Nations only naval force and was soon assigned military duties. Over time, the Revenue Cutter Service merged with or absorbed other federal
agencies. The Service acquired new responsibilities based upon its ability to perform them with existing assets and minimal disruption to its other
duties. In some cases, the Service absorbed other agencies because their maritime responsibilities were seen as intersecting with or complementing
its own. The result is todays U.S. Coast Guarda unique force that carries out an array of civil and military responsibilities touching every facet of the
maritime environment of the United States.The Coast Guards distinct blend of authorities, capabilities, competencies, and partnerships provide the
President, Secretary of Homeland Security, Secretary of Defense, and other national leaders with the capabilities to lead or support a range of
operations to ensure safety, security, and stewardship in the maritime domain.The interrelated nature of the Coast Guards missions and culture of
adaptability provides the Service with the ability to rapidly shift from one mission to another as national priorities demand. The true value of the
Coast Guard to the Nation is not in its ability to perform any single mission, but in its versatile, highly adaptive, multi-mission character.Coast Guard
Publication 1 (Pub 1) explains who we are and what we do. It describes the fundamental roles and forces of todays Coast Guard. In keeping with our
military nature, Pub 1 is consistent with...
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