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***x* A Book on Angling by Francis is a seminal piece of work on the art of fishing, the equipment used and the many techniques involved in
different circumstances and settings. Francis puts forth an encyclopaedic breadth of information for the reader to digest, ranging from the most
basic techniques to the minutest and most advanced knowledge on the subject. A Book on Angling is spread across multiple chapters, starting with
an inspiring Editor s Introduction by Herbert Maxwell, wherein he bridges the gaps between time when Francis wrote this book to new developments
in the field. The first half of the work is devoted to bottom fishing in which Francis explains the various styles of angling including pond fishing, punt
fishing, bank fishing and various others. The next section discusses mid water and artificial fly fishing. It is however, the chapters on salmon fishing
that stand out in this particular book as Francis provides in-depth analysis of the various issues revolving around salmon fishing including the
correct use of the rod and line, casting and striking. While there is no dearth of information in A Book on Angling, the reader would probably find
Francis style of narration, with a subtle wit and scathing critique of positions and hypotheses he does not find agreement with, as entertaining as the
primary content on angling. With a sprinkle of illustrations and diagrams to help the reader understand equipment design and techniques better,
Francis keeps the language simple which makes this book as relevant to the casual fishing enthusiast as it would be for a seasoned professional.
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