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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1918 Excerpt: .most eCective ones and the most prosperous financially. There was
then every ground for thinking that the Movement could not survive another such blow, and those among us who had consecrated to it the best
part of their lives were in hopeless despair. Well! Our thoughts have been vain. The war, on the contrary, will have been for the co-operatives the test
of fire--the test which in the Middle Ages caused so much suCering in order to establish the right--and they will come out triumphant. Why? Because
the war has had the eCect of revealing to the public, and to the government at the same time, what the benefits of Co-operation are. For the
consumers, pressed by the high prices and by the scarcity of commodities, the co-operative stores have been places of shelter where they have
come to seek refuge. It is not only a little diCerence in price that has attracted them: they have understood that there they found something better
than a relatively cheap article, that they found there a just price, that is to say, a price free from all the usurious profits that the merchants would
add. Obviously it is not expected of co-operative societies to annihilate the economic law of the cost of production or the law of supply and demand-
-they could not make a low price for that which is scarce. But at least they could avoid what constitutes, properly speaking, the exploitation of the
consumer--in other words, a...
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