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Martino Fine Books, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. 2014 Reprint of 1961
Edition. Full facsimile of the original edition, not reproduced with Optical Recognition Software. Lifton s research for the book began in 1953 with a
series of interviews with American servicemen who had been held captive during the Korean War. In addition to interviews with 25 Americans, Lifton
also interviewed 15 Chinese who had fled their homeland after having been subjected to indoctrination in Chinese universities. From these
interviews, which in some cases occurred regularly for over a year, Lifton identified the tactics used by Chinese communists to cause drastic shifts in
one s opinions and personality and brainwash American soldiers into making demonstrably false assertions. This work has become a classic text in
the field and continues to serve as a fundamental guide in the debriefing of former cult members. Lifton s famous eight criteria for thought control
are: Milieu Control. This involves the control of information and communication both within the environment and, ultimately, within the individual,
resulting in a significant degree of isolation from society at large. Mystical Manipulation. There is manipulation of experiences that appear
spontaneous but in fact were planned and orchestrated by the group or its leaders in order to demonstrate divine authority or spiritual
advancement or some special gift or talent that will then allow the leader to reinterpret events, scripture, and experiences as he or she wishes.
Demand for Purity. The world is viewed as black and white and the members are constantly exhorted to conform to the ideology of the group and
strive for perfection. The induction of guilt and/or shame is a powerful control device used here. Confession. Sins, as defined by the group, are to be
confessed either...
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