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Subject: Sockeye salmon -- Population viability analysis -- Washington (State) -- Ozette Lake. Excerpt: . . . Introduction The Puget Sound Technical
Recovery Team ( PSTRT ) was convened by the National Marine Fisheries Service to develop the technical basis for recovery plans for three Pacific
salmon ( Oncorhynchus spp. ) evolutionarily significant units ( ESUs ) in Washington that are listed under the Endangered Species Act ( ESA ): Lake
Ozette sockeye ( O. nerka ), Puget Sound Chinook ( O. tshawytscha ), and Hood Canal summer chum ( O. keta ). Key tasks of the PSTRT are to
identify populations and describe the conditions of viable salmonid populations ( VSPs ) and ESUs. The foundation for accomplishing this for Pacific
salmon is described by McElhany et al. ( 2000 ), who discuss delineating populations within an ESU, identify the key parameters used to describe the
status of a population, define population viability as a probability of persistence over a specified time period, and discuss the means by which ESU
delisting criteria can be based on alternative scenarios for the status of populations within the ESU. This PSTRT report identifies population and ESU
viability criteria for the Lake Ozette sockeye salmon ESU. Based on the available information, the PSTRT has concluded that the Lake Ozette sockeye
salmon ESU historically was comprised of a single population with several subpopulations ( Currens et al. 2009 ). It follows that the ESUs one
population must be viable in order that the ESU be viable; that is, determining population viability criteria is also determining ESU...
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