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copying an intricate Bach fugue; yet not once out of ten times can the bird be named correctly by its written song alone, no matter how well up in
field practice the ornithologist may be: the quality is lacking, and that is the very essence of the song. Lacking that, some description of size,
plumage, or habit must be mentioned to aid identification. CALL THE BIRDS TO YOU But catching bird music by ear is a different matter from
writing it. Every farmer s boy knows that by crowing like his pet rooster he can make him reply, and that first one cock, then another, will echo the
challenge, until every rooster in the neighborhood is set to flapping his wings and crow ing with all his might. Certain wild birds have simple songs
so pure of tone, or so slowly delivered, or so sharply accented, that the merest novice who can whistle has little difficulty in imitating them well
enough to deceive even the feathered singer himself into thinking that one of his kind is replying from the wood. One can whistle up silent birds, too,
trying first one call, then another, to learn what bird is within hail; then, hearing a reply in the far distance, bring the minstrel...
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