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*****.Excerpt from The Queen of Letter Writers: Marquise De Sevigne, Dame De Bourbilly 1626-1696 Madame de Sevigne, said Sainte-Beuve, wrote
her Letters during twenty-seven years of the most delightful period of the most agreeable French society ; and no other writer gives so complete a
picture of that vivid and fascinating epoch as the famous Marquise. It was the Augustan Age of France, when modern manners and modern culture
passed swiHly from their bright dawn to a brilliant noontide. In literature, there were Corneille, Moliere, Racine, La Fontaine, Madame de Sevigne,
and La Rochefoucauld; the rivals Mignard and Le Brun were painting their wonderful portraits; Pascal was stirring society with his anonymous
Lettres provinciales; Bourdaloue and Bossuet were pouring forth to crowded congregations their eloquent thunders of denunciation, and the
funeral orations which have since become classics; Saint Francis de Sales was founding convents and monasteries, and preaching and living the
holy life; while the humble Saint Vincent de Paul was steadfastly devoting his energies and talents to the service of the unregarded poor, and by the
example of his simple and sincere enthusiasm, making it fashionable for high-born ladies to minister with their own delicate hands to the suIerers
in prison and in the Hotel Dieu. We can only realise the charm of that wonderful century by comparing it with the arid century that followed; by
contrasting its spontaneous and fertile flow of genius, its natural romance and colour, its genuine religious ardour, with the stultified and absurd
self-consciousness of straining mediocrity, the formal picturesqueness and paraded infidelity which were so conspicuous in the more sophisticated
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