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***** Four years after the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) questioned the accuracy of polygraph testing, and some members of Congress urged
the Department of Energy (DOE) to use the polygraph as a counterintelligence rather than as a general screening tool, DOE on October 30, 2006,
eliminated the use of polygraph testing for screening applicants for employment and incumbent employees without specific cause. DOE said its new
counterintelligence evaluation regulations are consistent with Intelligence Community practices and more in line with NAS s 2002 recommendations,
which questioned the scientific validity of the polygraph, particularly in cases when it is used to screen applicants rather than to investigate specific
events. Under its new regulations, DOE will require a polygraph examination only if one of the following five causes is triggered: (1) if a
counterintelligence evaluation of an applicant or incumbent employee reveals foreign nexus issues which warrant a polygraph exam; (2) if an
incumbent employee is to be assigned within DOE to activities involving another agency and a polygraph examination is required as a condition of
access to the activities by the other agency; (3) if an incumbent employee is proposed to be assigned or detailed to another agency and the receiving
agency .
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