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Gilgamesh Among Us Modern Encounters with
the Ancient Epic

By Theodore Ziolkowski

Cornell University Press. Hardcover. Condition: New. 240 pages. Dimensions: 9.1in. x 6.3in. x 0.9in.The
worlds oldest work of literature, the Epic of Gilgamesh recounts the adventures of the semimythical
Sumerian king of Uruk and his ultimately futile quest for immortality after the death of his friend
and companion, Enkidu, a wildman sent by the gods. Gilgamesh was deified by the Sumerians
around 2500 BCE, and his tale as we know it today was codified in cuneiform tablets around 1750
BCE and continued to influence ancient cultureswhether in specific incidents like a world-consuming
flood or in its quest structureinto Roman times. The epic was, however, largely forgotten, until the
cuneiform tablets were rediscovered in 1872 in the British Museums collection of recently unearthed
Mesopotamian artifacts. In the decades that followed its translation into modern languages, the
Epic of Gilgamesh has become a point of reference throughout Western culture. In Gilgamesh
among Us, Theodore Ziolkowski explores the surprising legacy of the poem and its hero, as well as
the epics continuing influence in modern letters and arts. This influence extends from Carl Gustav
Jung and Rainer Maria Rilkes early embrace of the epics significanceGilgamesh is tremendous! Rilke
wrote to his publishers wife...
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Complete guide! Its such a great study. | am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. It is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding,

once you begin to read the book.
-- Dr. Hermann Marvin PhD

This pdf is definitely not easy to get started on studying but quite entertaining to read through. | am quite late in start reading this one, but better then
never. Once you begin to read the book, it is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.

-- Ms. Fatima Erdman
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