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Installation and maintenance of lifelines in underground coal mines; - Immediate accident notification for all mines. - Installation of fire-resistant,
directional lifelines; and - Requirement to provide multigas detectors to individual miners working alone and to each group of miners. This rule was
eIective immediately, on December 8, 2006, with the exception of some training and equipment provisions that must necessarily wait for training
units to be developed and made available and for the equipment to be manufactured and shipped to some of the mine operators. With regard to
the caches of SCSRs operators are required to store throughout the mines, MSHA has requested manufacturers of these units to give priority con-
sideration to fulfilling orders to mining operations starting with those that do not have two SCSRs per miner. I have also written letters to
underground mine operators asking them to ensure that they have at least two SCSRs per miner at their mine. If they do not, I have asked them to
contact the manufacturer of their SCSRs to request priority order consideration. In addition, I have asked operators to let their local MSHA District
Manager know if they need priority order consideration so that MSHA can monitor the requests and assist wherever possible. We are following a
risk-based implementation plan to ensure suIicient quantities of SCSRs for every underground mine operation in this country, and we will con-tinue
to closely monitor the situation. EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLANS Section 2 of the MINER Act requires underground coal mine operators to adopt an...
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