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*****.From the preface: The value of history being so generally appreciated, I need oFer no apology for attempting to write such a work as the
present, especially as the aim was, not to supplant any previous work, but actually to meet a want which was felt, because no such work existed
here. But in submitting to the American and English public my first essay in writing English-to the somewhat ambitious extent of a book, I mean-let
me claim some forbearance and kindly criticism, where certain unavoidable diFiculties interposed themselves, and have not, perhaps, in every case,
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