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MIT Press Ltd, United States, 2008. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 228 x 154 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Despite a recent revival of
interest in pragmatist philosophy, most work in the analytic philosophy of language ignores insights oAered by classical pragmatists and
contemporary neopragmatists. In Pragmatism and Reference, David Boersema argues that a pragmatist perspective on reference presents a
distinct alternative--and corrective--to the prevailing analytic views on the topic. Boersema finds that the pragmatist approach to reference, with
alternative understandings of the nature of language, the nature of conceptualization and categorization, and the nature of inquiry, is suggested in
the work of Wittgenstein and more thoroughly developed in the works of such classical and contemporary pragmatists as Charles Peirce and Hilary
Putnam. Boersema first discusses the descriptivist and causal theories of reference--the received views on the topic in analytic philosophy. Then,
aDer considering Wittgenstein s approach to reference, Boersema details the pragmatist approach to reference by nine philosophers: the Big Three,
of classical pragmatism, Peirce, William James, and John Dewey; three contemporary American philosophers, Putnam, Catherine Elgin, and
Richard Rorty; and three important continental philosophers, Umberto Eco, Karl-Otto Apel, and Jurgen Habermas. Finally, Boersema shows
explicitly how pragmatism oAers a genuinely alternative account of reference, presenting several case studies on the nature and function of names.
Here, he focuses on conceptions of individuation, similarity, essences, and sociality of language. Pragmatism and Reference will serve as a bridge
between analytic and pragmatist approaches to such topics of shared concern as the nature and function of language.
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