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residential academies would operate for 2 weeks, in the case of teachers, and 4 weeks in the case of students, during the summertime. Their purpose
would be to inspire better teaching and more learning of the key events, the key persons, and the key ideas that shape the institu-tions and
democratic heritage of the United States. | had some experience with such residential summer acad-emies when | was Governor of Tennessee. It was
a good ex-perience. In 1984, we began creating Governors schools for students and for teachers. We had a Governors School for the Arts. We had a
Governors School for International Stud-ies at the University of Memphis, a Governors School for Teachers of Writing at the University of Tennessee
at Knox-ville, which was very successful. Eventually there were eight Governors schools in our State, and they helped thousands of Tennessee
teachers improve their skills and inspired out-standing students in the same way. When those teachers and students went back to their own schools
during the reg-ular school year, their enthusiasm for teaching and learning the subject they had been a part of in the summer infected their peers
and improved education across the board. Dollar for dollar, | believe the Governors schools in our State were the most effective popular education
initiatives in our States history. We werent the only State to try it; many did. The first State Governors school | heard about was in North Carolina,
started by Terry Sanford when he was Governor in 1963, and then...
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