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***x* Excerpt from Celebration Proceedings of the One Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary of New Ipswich, N. H: August 26-28, 1900 The selectmen of
New Ipswich early in the year considered the proposition for a celebration of the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the incorporation of the
town. In order to commemorate this event, a special committee of twelve citizens was appointed. This committee immediately organized, choosing
a chairman, W. L. Phelps, a secretary, H. J. Moore, and a treasurer, E. O. Marshall. Sessions were held at frequent intervals, and the arduous work of
raising the requisite funds carefully considered. Each member was provided with a paper for the solicitation of subscriptions. This was imperative,
because there was no appropriation and the financial situation looked dubious. The hearty and willing co-operation of all soon solved the problem.
Letters announcing the proposed celebration were sent broadcast to the loyal sons and daughters of the town, as well as to former residents widely
scattered over the United States, and personal appeals were also made to the citizens. This had the desired effect and soon the generous
subscriptions began to materialize in such an amount that the celebration committee made adequate preparations to observe the anniversary with
appropriate exercises. The genial chairman, Wilbur L. Phelps, deserves especial praise for his kindness and courtesy while presiding. The committee
heartily entered into the plans for the realization and perfection of a program that would attract and please the visitors and participants. The
orator. Prof. Charles H. Chandler, and the poet, Timothy Perry, Esq., were natives of the town. Preliminary services were held on the Sabbath
previous in the Congregational church, where a number...
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