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had the privilege early in my writing career to work with a number of Christian ministries. | found the work both challenging and satisfying,
delighted to play some small role in the work of transforming lives that was our common goal. And yet, | would often find myself deeply troubled by
what | saw. When confronted with personal disaster - and all disasters are personal for someone - the aware believer must sooner or later ask
himself or herself the question, How could a loving God allow this? In fact, it is the question the unbelieving world throws in the face of the Church as
an excuse to discount our claims. It is an honest and disturbing question. Standing in the midst of a developing-world slum, surrounded by
cardboard and corrugated shanties, my nose assaulted by open sewers, body and throat covered with the fine dust of unpaved streets and
watching nursing mothers with eyes devoid of hope, | ask myself, How could a loving God permit this? Does He not hear their cry? Standing on a
now-peaceful coastline littered with the evidence of a killer tsunami, is not my God of love touched by the tragedy of whole villages drowned?
Lassoed to a halt by the desperate, pleading gaze of a roomful of Romanian orphans, overwhelmed by the need for love of just one, much less a
hundred, does not the heart of my God break? At home in Los Angeles, walking down a skid-row street on a balmy summer night, the only shelter
the climate itself, does not my Lord remember having no place to lay his head? How many times, in the midst of...
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