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Condition: New. Publisher/Verlag: VDM Verlag Dr. Müller | A Study of Spirit Mediumship in Northeastern Ethiopia | Spirit mediumship beliefs and
practices have been the subject of many anthropological studies. Some emphasize the therapeutic nature of spirit possession rituals neglecting
other aspects. A good number of accounts stress the religious aspect. Many studies are limited to descriptions of elements and paraphernalia of
spirit mediumship rituals. This book, by contrast, argues that spirit possession, particularly zar, is so dynamic and multidimensional that it would be
flawed to look for only one defining feature or element in it. Zar mediumship is at once so many things. It is religion like any other religion; a healing
practice among other healing practices; it cultivates the moral character of individuals and develops a sense of solidarity between members of its
congregation, instilling hope in those who are distressed and dejected, etc. This monograph, based on fieldwork conducted in northeastern
Ethiopia, represents zar as a knowledge construction site amidst a network of other cultural practices and shows how it actively appropriates these
practices while at the same time differentiating itself from them. | Format: Paperback | Language/Sprache: english | 128 pp.
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