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Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x 0.3in.Through the mesquite a horse moved deviously, following the crooked trail of least resistance. A man was in the
saddle and in front of him a little boy nodding with sleep. The arm of the rider cradled the youngster against the lurches of the ponys gait. The
owner of the arm looked down at the tired little bundle it was supporting. A wistful tenderness was in the leathery face. To the rest of the world he
was a man of iron. To this wee bit of humanity he was a nurse, a playmate, a slave. Were most to the creek now, son. Onct we get there, well throw
off and camp. You can eat a snack and tumble right off to bye-low land, he promised. The five-year-old smiled faintly and snuggled closer. His long
lashes drooped again to the soft cheeks. With the innocent selfishness of a child he accepted the love that sheltered him from all troubles. A valley
opened below the mesa, the trail falling abruptly almost from the hoofs of the horse. Beaudry drew up and looked down. From rim to rim the
meadow was perhaps half a mile across. Seen from above, the bed of it was like an emerald lake through which wound a ribbon of silver. This
ribbon was Big Creek. To the right it emerged from a draw in the foothills where green reaches of forest rose tier after tier toward the purple
mountains. Far up among these peaks Big Creek had its source in Lost Lake, which lay at the foot of a glacier near the top of the world. The saw-
toothed range lifted its crest into a sky of...
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