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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1887 Excerpt: . . . over the ordinary Lunar Distance method. The first and probably the greatest is that
while lunar distances must be computed for each and every year, the method here proposed suDices, with the assistance of simple and easily
constructed tables, for an indefinite number of years before or aEer any epoch that may be chosen, and the only quantities that are to be taken
from the ephemeris are already given therein for other purposes. Second, the required observations are fewer and more easily taken than those for
the ordinary method, an interval of even an hour being admissible for the purpose of making them. Third, the process of computation tends to
greatly reduce instrumental or observational errors, by reason of a smaller quantity being deduced from a larger, and on account of the fact that
the observed distances will lie opposite sides of the moon. Fourth, it does not require any knowledge whatever of the Greenwich time, or of the
longitude, and only an approximate knowledge of the latitude, and is thus, in one sense, an absolute method. This method is as short and easy as
that of the ordinary Lunar Distance. The process is about the same as that just given, diDering mainly in this, that instead of the star places being
the apparent ones for the time of the observation, they are the mean places for any chosen epoch. Thus the right ascensions and the polar distances
and the trigonometrical functions thereof, which are required...
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