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opening, fixed on the kneeling lady. Ah! said he faintly, ever good, ever meek! Think not I did not love thee; hearts will be read yonder; we shall have
our guerdon. The lady looked up through her streaming tears. Edward released his hand, and laid it on her head as in benediction. Then motioning
to the abbot of Westminster, he drew from his finger the ring which the palmers had brought to him, and murmured scarce audibly-- Be this kept in
the House of St. Peter in memory of me. He is alive now to us--speak-- whispered more than one thegn, one abbot, to Alred and to Stigand. And
Stigand, as the harder and more worldly man of the two, moved up, and bending over the pillow, between Alred and the King, said-- O royal son,
about to win the crown to which that of earth is but an idiot s wreath of withered leaves, not yet may thy soul forsake us. Whom commendest thou
to us as shepherd to thybereaven flock? whom shall we admonish to tread in those traces thy footsteps leave below? The King made a slight gesture
of impatience; and the Queen, forgetful of all but her womanly sorrow, raised her Bromt. Chron. eye and finger in reproof that the dying was thus
disturbed. But the stake was too weighty, the suspense too keen, for that reverent delicacy in those...
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