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December 3rd for their five-and-twentieth session, and on this and the following day rapidly discussed a series of decrees, some of which were by no
means devoid of intrinsic importance. In the doctrinal decrees concerning purgatory and indulgences, as in those concerning the invocation of
saints and the respect due to their relics and images, it was sought to preclude a reckless exaggeration or distortion of the doctrines of the Church
on these heads, and a corrupt perversion of the usages connected with them. (Thus the abuse of the so-called privileged altars was not revived till
the papacy of Gregory XIll. ) Of the disciplinary decrees, the most important and elaborate related to the religious of both sexes. It contained a
clause, inserted on the motion of Lainez, which the Jesuits afterwards interpreted as generally exempting their Society from the operation of this
decree. Another decree enjoined sobriety and moderation in the use of the ecclesiastical penalty of excommunication. For the rest, all possible
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