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*****.From the PREFACE. THIS book was written for the most part before the war. Mindful how the war has aEected the mental outlook of us all, I
turned anxiously to its pages to see whether I might not feel obliged to re-write some of the chapters. But I found nothing I wanted to alter: the only
diEerence the war made was to defer the publication for a few months, and these have enabled me to stand far enough from my work to view it
objectively. I see, again, that its subtitle suggests many volumes; for viewed quantitively there was no reason why there should not be ten, fiIeen,
twenty volumes, and my imagination fainted at such a dreary prospect. But my instinct leads all the other way; and when I asked myself the
question, how short my work might be, the small volume was the only answer. Knowing that one s instincts are to be trusted, that is suEicient
apology for my brevity, but to those who feel happier when a recognised authority can be quoted I will add, that August Strindberg has shown how
much can be said in a small volume. Strindberg s self-revelation is not only complete but one can never forget it. Hardly can one say as such for
Rousseau. When one lays down the bulky volume of his Confessions one has a vivid remembrance of lurid passages, and a distressing consciousness
that much of what one has read has slipped away. I might point to a greater than Strindberg, for are we not all coming to think that the greatest
book of the eighteenth century was also one of its smallest - Blake...
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