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***xx Sir Walter Scott, 1st Baronet, FRSE (15 August 1771 - 21 September 1832) was a Scottish historical novelist, playwright and poet with many
contemporary readers in Europe, Australia, and North America. Scott s novels and poetry are still read, and many of his works remain classics of
both English-language literature and of Scottish literature. Famous titles include lvanhoe, Rob Roy, Old Mortality, The Lady of the Lake, Waverley,
The Heart of Midlothian and The Bride of Lammermoor. Although primarily remembered for his extensive literary works and his political
engagement, Scott was an advocate, judge and legal administrator by profession, and throughout his career combined his writing and editing work
with his daily occupation as Clerk of Session and Sheriff-Depute of Selkirkshire. A prominent member of the Tory establishment in Edinburgh, Scott
was an active member of the Highland Society and served a long term as President of the Royal Society of Edinburgh (1820-32). In 1796, Scott s
friend James Ballantyne[16] founded a printing press in Kelso, in the Scottish Borders. Through Ballantyne, Scott was able to publish his first works,
including Glenfinlas and The Eve of St. John, and his poetry then began to bring him to public attention. In 1805, The Lay of the Last Minstrel
captured wide public imagination, and his career as a writer was established in spectacular fashion. He published many other poems over the next
ten years, including the popular The Lady of the Lake, printed in 1810 and set in the Trossachs. Portions of the German translation of this work were
set to music by Franz Schubert. One of these songs, Ellens dritter Gesang, is popularly labelled as Schubert s Ave Maria. Beethoven s opus 108...
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