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1972 Miss Knight. The Passport Office, like many other areas of Government, has been concerned for some time with the rapid expansion and
disastrous results of international drug traffic. Our concern is based on two closely related factors: (1) passport fraud being perpetrated by persons
who are either drug addicts or drug traffickers, and (2) protecting the integrity of the U.S. passport. The policy of the Passport Office in any known
or suspected passport fraud is to thoroughly investigate the information given us and to determine whether there has been a violation of the
passport laws and, if so, to refer it to the Department of Justice through the appropriate U.S. attorney for criminal prosecution. This is standard
operating procedure in each and every case. Oases involving more than one potential fraud are handled with particular urgency. As soon as the
facts of a case are available, the Passport Office issues an alert which is sent to all foreign service posts and to the Immigration and Naturalization
Service. Every action is taken to prevent the fraud from spreading and to secure prosecution of the persons responsible. As a matter of policy, the
Passport Office cooperates with all Government agencies which may have an interest in a fraud case to assist them in the performance of their
statutory responsibilities. This cooperation extends to the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs as well as the Bureau of Customs. Because...
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