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Oxford University Press, USA, 2002. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Dust Jacket Condition: New DJ. 4th Printing. Oxford University Press, USA 2002
4th Printing New/New DJ In Plastic. Jenkins (history and religious studies, Pennsylvania State Univ.) believes that we are on the verge of a
transformational religious shift. As he explains it, Christianity, the religion of the West, is rapidly expanding south into Africa, Asia, and Latin
America, and he predicts that by the year 2050, only about one-fifth of the world's three billion Christians will be non-Hispanic Caucasian. By
numbers alone, they will be able to overwhelm the present political secular nation- and city-states and replace them with theocracies, similar to the
Islamic Arab nations. He ends with a warning: with the rise of Islam and Christianity in the heavily populated areas of the Southern Hemisphere, we
could see a wave of religious struggles, a new age of Christian crusades and Muslim jihads. These dire prognostications could be seen as just
another rant from a xenophobic pseudo-prophet; however, the author is a noted historian, and his statements are well formed, well supported by
empirical evidence, and compellingly argued. The only criticism is the brevity of the book. One hopes that The Next Christendom is only an
introduction to a deeper analysis of a fascinating topic. Recommended for all libraries. Glenn Masuchika, Rockwell Collins Information Ctr., Cedar
Rapids, IA 2002 From Booklist*Starred Review* Fear of Islam is peaking, fueled by reports that the religion is burgeoning in numbers as well as
militancy. Jenkins grants that Islam is indeed booming but marshals the evidence that today's largest religion, Christianity, will grow exponentially,
too, and will remain the faith of the largest proportion of humanity. But the Christianity of 2050 will be very different from that molded by the 1,300
years during which...
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