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The Senate having under consideration the following resolution, reported from the Committee on Privileges and Elections by Mr. Morton on the 8th
instant: Resolved, That P. B. S. Pinchback be admitted as a Senator from the State of Louisiana for the term of six years, beginning on the 4th of
March, 1873; And also the following amendment by Mr. Edmunds: Strike out all after the word resolved and insert: That the Committee on Privileges
and Elections be, and it is hereby, instructed to report forthwith a bill declaring that no constitutional State government now exists in the State of
Louisiana, and providing for an election of a governor, lieutenant-governor, and members of the General Assembly for the State of Louisiana and
all other State officers which by the constitution of that State are to be elected by vote of the people thereof - Mr. Boutwell said: Mr. President: It may
not be out of place for me to allude to the circumstance that | had not a seat in this Chamber when the proceedings connected with the election of
1872 in Louisiana were first considered by the Senate. But this circumstance may not be an explanation and certainly not an excuse for the fact,
which may be reason for regret by me, that on the morning of the 5th of January | was not so furnished with facts and so equipped with faculties,
moral and intellectual, that | could at once form an opinion satisfactory even to myself of the events and of the...
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