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**xxx Excerpt from The Jews in Babylonia in the Time of Ezra and Nehemiah: According to Babylonian Inscriptions What the Assuan Papyri are for
the history of the Jews in Egypt, the Murashu documents are for the history of the Jews in Babylonia. The Aramaic papyri discovered at Assuan have
shed new and unexpected light on the life of the Jews in Syene in the south of Egypt in the fifth century B. C. E., and the cuneiform tablets unearthed
in the ruins of Nuffar acquaint us partly with the life of the Jews in Nippur in the south of Babylonia in the same period. For the last few years | have
felt that these Babylonian contract-tablets are very important from the point of view of Jewish history, and that the Jewish material which is
contained in them deserves thorough and full investigation. A little over two years ago | began to occupy myself with these documents with that
object in view. My intention was to publish and comment upon all those documents in which Jews are mentioned, and to deal especially with their
names. But | soon saw that the very scanty leisure at my disposal would not allow me to realize my intention, at any rate not within a reasonable
time. | therefore had to let the work rest. When, however, at the end of last winter the Council of Jews College invited me to contribute the essay to
the Annual Report my first thought was again the Murashu documents. To the old obstacle of little leisure new drawbacks were now added. The
Council expressed the wish that the essay should not exceed thirty pages in...
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