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***xx Excerpt from The Dangers of Extending Slavery: And the Contest and the Crisis The nation wag founded on the simple and practically new
principle of the equal and inalienable rights of all men, and therefore it necessarily became a republic. Other Governments, founded on the ancient
principle of the inequality of men, are, by force of an equal necessity, monarchies or aristocracies. Whenever either of these kinds of Government
loses by lapse of time and change of circumstances its elementary principle, whether of equality or inequality, thenceforward it takes a rapid and
irresistible course toward a reorganization of the opposite kind. We one, here or elsewhere, is so disloyal to his country or to mankind as to be
willing to see our republican system fail. All agree that in ever) case, and throughout all hazards, aristocracy must be abhorred and avoided, and
republican institutions must be defended and preserved. Think it not strange or extravagant when | say that an aristocracy has already arisen here,
and that it is already undermining the Republic. An aristocracy could not arise in any country where there was no privileged class, and no special
foundation on which such a class could permanently stand. On the contrary, every State, however republican its Constitution may be, is sure to
become an aristocracy, sooner or later, if it has a privileged class standing firmly on an enduring special foundation; and if that class is continually
growing stronger and stronger, and the unprivileged classes are continually growing weaker and weaker. It is not at all essential to a privileged
class that it rest on feudal tenures, or on military command, or on ecclesiastical authority, or...
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