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principal object the destruction of the railways in the rear of Vicksburg, the sole remaining means of transportation of supplies and men to that
Confederate stronghold at a time when both supplies and men were desperately needed. The force which made the ride to Baton Rouge consisted
wholly of Illinois men, under an Illinois leader, although the Second lowa Cav airy, belonging to the same brigade, accompanied the column for the
first four days, and was then sent back to the starting point as a foil to the pursuit. When | acid that the commander of the district under whose
direction the expedition was planned and by whose orders it was set on foot, was major-general S. A. Hurlbut, also an lllinoisan. A citizen of
Belvidere, and that his immediate superior, by whose final authority the raid was made, was General U. S. Grant of Illinois, | doubt not that it will be
conceded that the history of this Mississippi campaign may properly enough be called a legitimate part of the history of this State. It...
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