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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. In early 2011, the Arab world began going
through a process of systemic political change that initially came to be known as the Arab Spring, although less optimistic references were
increasingly used to describe these developments over time. In this struggle, which began in Tunisia and Egypt, a number of long-standing
dictatorships were overthrown or at least fundamentally challenged by frustrated citizens seeking an end to corruption and the abuses inherent in
an authoritarian state. Following the Tunisian and Egyptian examples, Yemen rapidly experienced serious street unrest that was directed at the over
30-year presidency of Ali Abdullah Saleh. Saleh struggled for over a year to maintain power but was ultimately unable to do so in the face of an
enraged public and international disapproval for the corruption and violence of his regime. Under intense pressure, President Saleh turned over
governing authority to Vice President Abed Rabbu Hadi in November 2011 under the conditions put forward by a Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
transitional document. He formally remained president (without the powers of the office), until a referendum-type election confirmed Hadi as his
successor. As President Hadi took office in February 2012, he faced not only serious demands for reform, but also a strong and energized insurgency
in southern Yemen. The al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) insurgency had no ties to the activities of the pro-democracy demonstrators, but
it had flourished during the year-long power struggle in the Yemeni capital of Sanaa.
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