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drama, forerunner of ours, had its origin in the festival of Dionysus, god of wine, which was
celebrated with dance, song, and recitative. The recitative, being in character, was improved into
the Drama, the chief author of the improvement, tradition says, being Thespis. But the dance and
song were retained, and became the Chorus, that peculiar feature of the Greek play. This seems to
be the general account of the matter, and especially of the combination of the lyric with the
dramatic element, so far as we can see through the mist of an unrecorded age. Thirlwall, still
perhaps the soundest and most judicious, though not the most vivid or enthusiastic, historian of
Greece, traces the origin of the Drama to the great choral compositions uniting the attractions of
music and action to those of a lofty poetry, which formed the favourite entertainment of the Dorian
cities. This, he says, appears to have been the germ out of which, by the introduction of...
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