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AFer this was heard a still small voice, which Elijah, recognising as the divine oracle, and covering his face with his mantle, as before the
tremendous presence of God, stood forward in the entrance of the cave. The voice demanded, What doest thou here, Elijah? And he answered, I
have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts, because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenants, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy
prophets with the sword: and I, even I only, am leF; and they seek my life to take it away. The Lord comforted him by telling him that he had leF yet
7000 men in Israel who had not bowed the knee to Baal, and assured him of his life by bidding him go, and return on his way to the wilderness of
Damascus, and anoint Hazael to be king over Syria, Jehu over Israel, and Elisha as his own successor. Thus it is that the faithful ever obtain a still
higher trust from God, and he who is faithful with ten talents, is set over ten cities. To all human appearance, Elijah s influence was gone. He was
even out of remembrance, neither eye saw him, nor ear heard him. At best he was thought of as a miserable exile, fleeing from desert to desert, and
from cave to cave. Yet all at once he reappeared charged...
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