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*****.Power of the Sword: The Destruction is one of a five-book series that grapples with the paradox of the Roman Empire, which was both highly
civilized and barbaric. My books look at the people of the Empire within their own culture, their own values, their own world. I place heavy reliance
on the writings of Flavius Josephus, who is an important character in my novel. A Jewish priest, he was a witness to the destruction of Jerusalem
and the Temple in 70 A.D. And nearly all we know about Israel s uprising against Rome comes from Josephus. At the siege of Jerusalem, he is torn in
many directions. A priest, of the first of the 24 courses of priests, he loves the Temple and is sworn to defend it. But he is with the Roman army that is
setting out to destroy it. He gropes for some way to understand his tradition, his faith, and the destiny of his people in light of what he knows to be
the unstoppable force of Rome. As he stands before the walls of the city urging capitulation -- recalling the Prophet Jeremiah -- the Zealots try to kill
him. Another focus character in my novel is Spurius Pontius Paulus (Pow-lus) Pilatus, a grandson of Pontius Pilate. He is a young (b. 45 A.D.) narrow-
stripe tribune in the Army of Judea. Well-connected; his father went to school with Vespasian. Paulus is bright, very brave, and a believer in the
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