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on Demand *****, Excerpt from Affairs in Cuba: Message of the President of the United States,
Communicated to the Two Houses of Congress, on the Relations of the United States to Spain by
Reason of Warfare in the Island of Cuba, April 11, 1898 The destruction of the United States battle
ship Maine and of 2 of her officers and 264 of her crew in the harbor of Havana on the night of
February excited, to an unprecedented degree, the compas sion and resentment of the American
people. Manifestations of that resentment were suspended, although the feel ing was not allayed, by
the self-restraint of our people, who deter mined to hold their judgment in suspense concerning
their ultimate action until an official investigation should disclose the cause of that great disaster
and enable them by direct or circumstantial testimony to impute the responsibility therefor. That
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