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0.3in.PREFACE BY THE EDITOR. The name of Reimarus is scarcely known in this country beyond a very select circle of English students, while his
writings, so far as | know, have never been popularly known, nor frequently quoted by English commentators. The reason for this will perhaps
become apparent to any one who will take the trouble, or give himself the pleasure of reading this book. Reimarus is too thorough, too
uncompromising, too faithful to his task, to suit the present attitude of mind and heart towards the central figure of the orthodox religion. The
following pages have been translated truly as a work and labour of lovefrom Lessings Fragments by the Unknown of Wolfenbttel. The translator
kindly permits me to share the honour of presenting these Fragments to the notice of English readers. With the actual work of translation | have had
nothing to do; my part has been only editorial, and limited to a few modifications of expression, which have not altered the sense. The method of
criticism adopted by Reimarus commends itself most of all by its extreme lucidity and fidelity to the Gospel records. He teaches in such a manner as
to reach even the most untutored mind; and so far is he from forcing upon us his own interpretations that he habitually makes the New Testament
speak for itself, and every charge which he has been compelled to bring against the founders of Christianity is sustained and proved by their own
testimony. | have not yet seen in the English language a work on this subject carrying such irresistible force of argument. A complaint might be
made that the present work is, as its title...
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