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attributed, therefore, to the importance of ancestral offerings, as such were more important in Egypt than in Rome. The wide field of comparative
law has gained much from this extensive code of nearly 250 laws, placed in classified order. Yet this must not be taken as a composition of the
lawgiver, any more than the codes of Theodosius or Justinian or Napoleon. The earlier Sumerian laws were also codified, and the work of
Hammurabi was rather the combination and reconciliation of Sumerian and Semitic law. The former was the law of commerce and agriculture j
the latter was the law ANCIENT PRICES 59 of theft, slavery, violence, and pastoral life, as is shown by the resemblances in these subjects to Hebrew
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